
Characteristics of a Successful Online Learner 

Learners tend to be more successful in the online environment when they are: 

● Involved and active in their courses 
● Highly motivated 
● Industrious 
● Creative 
● Independent 
● Organized 
● Disciplined 
● Flexible 

Student Participation Considerations 

The following items should be considered when placing a student in CCSD Online courses. Please review 

this information with students wishing to enroll in a virtual class. 

● Solid academic preparation 

✓ The student must have successfully completed all prerequisite coursework.  

● Read and write at grade level; effective communication through writing 

✓ Online courses are reading intensive. Students need to comprehend information from text and 

apply it to assignments.  

✓ The majority of communication in an online classroom is written. It is critical that students have 

excellent reading skills and feel comfortable expressing themselves in writing.  

✓ Students must comprehend grade level content and ask for help when needed. 

✓ A minimum Lexile score of 1000 is recommended. 

● Rigor and demands of online learning 

✓ Online courses offer the same content and rigor as courses in the face-to-face classroom. They 

are flexible and convenient, but not easy. Students should be prepared for rigor. 

● Regular access to technology with Internet connectivity 

✓ Students need regular access to a computer with Internet capabilities in order to participate in 

their course(s).  

✓ It is not expected that CCSD Virtual course schedules (start, completion and assignment due 

dates) will change as result of absences due to weather (unless the incident results in widespread 

power outages and is designated as excused by the CCSD Online Coordinator), illness, or other 

local school related or personal absences. Therefore, the student must be able to access the 

online website in order to complete course requirements as scheduled. 

● Time to study 

✓ To be successful, the student must have regularly scheduled time to study and the self-discipline 

to stick to the schedule they establish. This often requires balancing competing priorities 

between the online course and extracurricular activities.  

✓ While not required, it is recommended that students have a specific class period during the day 

assigned for the CCSD Virtual course and time set aside for study at home.  

✓ Students in Advanced Placement courses will need to schedule at least 12 hours per week for 

their course (about six hours online and six hours of offline study). Non-AP students should 



plan to spend at least as much time in their online course as in a face-to-face course, including 

homework time. 

● Valuing success 

✓ Successful students in online courses have strong motivation and commitment. CCSD Online 

courses require that students be active participants in all course activities, including participating 

in class discussions and other assignments.  

✓ Successful online students are typically very determined students who like to set their own goals 

and challenge themselves to meet them.  

✓ Even students who come into a course not fully prepared academically are able to succeed 

through determination and taking pride in their work. 

● Strong support in school and at home 

✓ Whether the first or subsequent online courses taken, students need strong and consistent 

support. 
✓ A student may be the only one in his/her school participating in a CCSD Virtual online course. 

The course may be the most rigorous course in his/her schedule. Support from school and 

home will be very important as the student balances competing priorities for time and faces 

frequent deadlines. Students are far more likely to succeed if they have encouragement from 

adults who support their efforts. 

 


